BILLIARD TABLE FELT MAINTENANCE


There are some things you can do to extend the life of the fabric as long as there are no cuts and stains.  First, brush thoroughly, modern cloth is not directional so no need to only brush in one direction.  Give the felt a “wet bath” taking a wet bath towel and gently pushing the towel onto the surface.  This will help pull chalk and small dust off the slate and through the felt.  NEVER USE CHEMICALS OF ANY KIND!!  Even a red wine spill can be removed with soap and water if you have good quality felt and address it immediately.

Since the innovation of Teflon dipped fabric, our felt is now stain resistant. Spills should still be removed ASAP but we believe felt will now look better for a longer period of time. We do caution using low end (Wall-Mart grade) Billiard balls as they tend to leave white burnish marks on the surface.


Always supply the correct colored chalk that matches the felt but remember the color wheel… blue chalk is OK with green felt. 

Check your balls for chips, cracks and yellowing.  This can be the cause of your felt looking so bad.  A good quality new set of balls costs about $55.00.  Always check your cue sticks for tips that are missing or “mushroomed”.  Renters will continue to play with these cue sticks and this causes the pinholes in the felt.

 I hear this almost daily from owners when we break down and move a table for new carpet installations … “the felt is probably OK… it’s only 5 years old”.  But, when I see these tables, I just cringe.  They look terrible!  The felt is faded, loose with holes and stains.  This really detracts from the home. Many times it’s the clients’ first impression when they walk in the bottom floor.

I have found that the billiard tables in OBX rental homes are used extremely often during the season.  The wear on the felt is almost the same as a commercial billiards parlor.  It appears in most cases that someone is playing pool every night!!! My experience through the years with commercial rooms was to change the felt about every 6 months.  With a 4 month season that would equate to changing felt at least every 2 seasons.


I would like to strongly suggest to your owners that have not recovered their tables in years to do so. Change the color.  It is $350 well spent and you really must maintain your investment.  Stay with dark shades as they do hide wear.  Many returning guests actually think they have a new table with a color change.  While we are stripping your table down and pulling all the old staples out of your rails, we can check the rubber on the rails and be sure they are attached properly.  When the rail rubber starts to detach form the rail, it becomes “dead” and will noticeably play poorly.

          Invest $40 in a couple of 48” cue sticks (standard size is 57”). The smaller size suits small kids so much more. They will enjoy the game more and do less damage.

REMEMBER THAT A 4’x8’ PIECE OF FELT IS THE FOCAL POINT OF YOUR GAME ROOM… DON’T LET A POSITIVE AMENITY LIKE YOUR BILLIARD TABLE BECOME A NEGATIVE …

